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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

Local North Carolina Company Launches First Own Branded Health Product:  
 ÔGame ChangingÕ Plant-Based Omega 3-6-9 Powerhouse Ahiflower ¨  Oil  

 
WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. (October 25, 2016) – The North Carolina company Natures Crops 
International, manufacturer of specialty ingredient oils for dietary supplements, foods, and 
personal care products, has launched online sales of its first “own-branded” Ahiflower® oil 
supplements. Ahiflower oil is a unique omega-rich dietary oil that has the richest combined 
essential fatty acids available from a single plant. By offering an “own-branded” softgel product, 
consumers seeking healthy omega nutritional support will benefit from a fully-integrated and 
sustainable supply chain… from “soil to oil” naturally. Very few fish or plant omega sources—
like flax, chia, and hemp seed oils—offer consumers end-to-end traceability. Ahiflower oil is the 
first new plant-derived omega source to launch globally in over 20 years and the first to offer 
100% traceability back to the farms on which it was grown. 
 
President and CEO Andrew Hebard says, “We are what we eat. Beauty, wellness, and mobility—
they all start within us and thrive when we choose rich, pure, and eco-friendly ingredients. 
Ahiflower® helps us look well, feel well, and move well!” Mr. Hebard, an agronomist by 
training, began developing Ahiflower as a new oilseed crop from wild cultivars in the UK over 
15 years ago. His purpose was to fill a gap in omega-3 nutrition between unsustainable fish oil 
and poorly metabolized plant-derived oils, while keeping the entire supply pure, traceable, and 
non-genetically modified. It is a well-studied fact that most people are deficient in omega-3 fatty 
acid levels, leading to increased risks for cardiovascular and joint disease, cognitive decline, and 
premature skin aging.    
 
Better than flax and not from fish, Ahiflower oil is a game-changing omega powerhouse.  
Ahiflower is 100% plant-based and contains the highest concentrations of omega 3-6-9 essential 
fatty acids compared to any other natural plant source. A 2015 human clinical study showed that 
Ahiflower oil converts in the body up to four times more effectively than flaxseed oil. Because 
Ahiflower oil is plant-derived, it is a sustainable source unlike fish, and there is no fishy taste, no 
fishy smell, and no fishy burps. Unlike flaxseed oil, Ahiflower also contains gamma-linolenic 
acid (GLA) associated with skin health, hormonal balance, and reduced inflammation. 
 
Omega 3’s are one of the most extensively researched nutritional products, with over 30,000 
published papers. Omega 3’s have a retail sales value estimated at $31 billion annually, with 
over 75% coming from unsustainable marine sources. “It is difficult to justify harvesting millions 
of tons of fish to make omega-3 oil for humans, when so many other marine animals like sea 
lions and tuna rely on these forage fish as a primary food source,” said Greg Cumberford, VP 
Strategic Initiatives at NCI. One acre of Ahiflower can produce the same amount of oil as 40,000 
sardines.  
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To support consumer awareness about omega-3 nutrition, NCI is offering consumers access to 
the OmegaQuant® omega-3 index personal test kit at no charge (while supplies last). 
OmegaQuant is a simple, accurate, and reliable “pin prick” test that gives one’s total omega-3 
level. Private and confidential results are sent from OmegaQuant® via e-mail. Consumers 
seeking more information can visit www.ahiflower.com  
 
About Natures Crops International: A manufacturer of specialty oils for dietary supplements, 
nutraceuticals, food, and personal care products, Nature’s Crops International produces oils from 
the highest quality crops, produced by growers who follow strict management protocols for 
sustainability and identity preservation.  Nature’s Crops ensures the crops produced are grown, 
processed, packaged, and delivered in a safe, sustainable, traceable, and cost-competitive 
manner. The company has operations in Prince Edward Island, Canada and the United Kingdom, 
with headquarters in North Carolina. For more information about the science and sustainability 
of Ahiflower Oil, visit: www.ahiflower.com  
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